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Moving Toward Authentic Montessori Practice
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Director, Baishan Montessori Teacher Education Institute
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WHAT IS AUTHENTIC MONTESSORI?
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Prepared environment
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“The teacher needs to acquire a
deeper sense of dignity of the child as
a human being; a new appreciation of
the significance of his spontaneous
activities; a wider and more thorough
understanding of his needs;and a
quicker reverence for him as the
creator of the adult-to-be.”

E.M. Standing, Montessori, her Life
and Work
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“ RESPECTFUL LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS THAT MEET THE DEVELOPMENTAL
NEEDS OF CHILDREN
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RICH MATERIALS
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Units of Activity In Practical Life
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Pouring unit IRV T




Stringing beads to sewing unit 5&- 4%




RICH PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS THAT DEVELOP OVER
TIME TO MEET THE INTERESTS OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN
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TEACHER-MADE MATERIALS TO EXTEND THE
EXPLORATION OF CONCEPTS AND ALLOW CHILDREN TO

EXPLORE IDEAS
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MATERIALS CREATED BY
CHILDREN TO

DEMONSTRATE THEIR
LEARNING
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A VARIETY OF GROSS MOTOR ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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FREEDOM
TO
CHOOSE




Children have a deep imnner motivation to work very hard at self-
chosen tasks
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* OPPORTUNITIES FOR
CHILDREN TO
PRACTICE SKILLS
AND EXPLORE
CONCEPTS
THROUGH
MANIPULATION OF
CONCRETE
MATERIALS
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“ ACTIVITIES BASED ON THE INTERESTS OF CHILDREN WHICH
ALLOW CHILDREN TO EXPLORE A SUBJECT INDEPENDENTLY
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TEACHERS CREATE
WELCOMING
ENVIRONMENTS
WHERE CHILDREN
CAN EXPERIENCE
PLEASURE IN
WORKING:;
UNDERSTANDING
THAT “PLAY IS THE
WORK OF THE CHILD”.
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TEACHERS ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO EXPLORE
BY ASKING OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS.
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Questions enable one to consider NEW possibilities
with materials

I AT DA 1 4% 2% R fet T 80 EL ) i Y i) BE 1

The best questions are those that tap higher thinking
levels
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TEACHERS RESPECT AND VALUE THE OPINIONS OF ALL
CHILDREN
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TEACHERS
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TEACHERS OBSERVE AND CREATE PLANS BASED ON THOSE
OBSERVATIONS TO GUIDE THE CHILD THROUGH THE
CURRICULUM
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TEACHERS REGULARLY ASSESS CHILDREN’S DEVELOPMENT IN
ALL AREAS (PHYSICAL, SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL AND
INTELLECTUAL)
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< SUPPORT FOR
THE
DEVELOPMENT
OF CRITICAL
THINKING
SKILLS AND
PROBLEM-
SOLVING
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LONG WORK
PERIODS - 3
HOURS
UNINTERRUPTED
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TEACHERS MODEL
PROBLEM-SOLVING
TECHNIQUES AND
COLLABORATIVE
WORK
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PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIVIDUAL
AND SMALL GROUP WORK
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% ENCOURAGE
CHILDREN TO
TAKE
REASONABLE
RISKS
(INTELLECTUAL,
PHYSICAL AND
SOCIAL)
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SUPPORT THE
DEVELOPMENT OF
COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND
METHODS TO
REPRESENT
KNOWLEDGE IN
DIFFERENT WAYS
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TEACHERS INVITE CHILDREN TO PRESENT THE RESULTS
OF THEIR INQUIRIES TO OTHERS USING A VARIETY OF

METHODS
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< RESPECT FOR THE HOME CULTURE AND EXPLORATION OF
THE VALUES AND TRADITIONS OF DIFFERENT CULTURES
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PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS TO EXPLORE
OTHER CULTURES AND THEIR VALUES
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INTEGRATION OF A SECOND LANGUAGE INTO
THE CLASSROOM
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DEVELOP RESPECT FOR NATURE AND AN UNDERSTANDING
OF THE IMPACT OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR ON THE
ENVIRONMENT
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The Montessor1 pedagogical approach
combines interactive social learning experiences
with exposure to a rich array of activities
organized 1nto thematic units.

These activities and experiences emphasize the child
as an active learner...
one who explores, manipulates, discovers, and
invents.
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Dr. Marlene Barron




Founded in 2016, Baishan Montessori Teacher Education
Institute 1s dedicated to the preparation of caring and qualified
Montessori teachers at the early childhood level. We are
committed to the highest standards for teacher education.
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Dr. Vanessa Rigaud
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Monica Wang
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Baishan Montessori Teacher Education Institute
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= W www.baishanmtei.org
fRF5Email: info@baishanmtei.org
BXZFEIE: +86 (0532) 88815154
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